





rm mM 
INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State S 
oe 
38 -w OFFICIAL USE ONLY mF 
Action Control:9997 oF 
Rec’d: Apr'1 16 Bs 
FROM: Jidda 10:41 3 b 
Info & 
TO: Secretary of State 
rae, peat tay 
oon NO: 1048, April 16, 1 p.m. | S F 
ss 
G 
SP PRIORITY 
a SENT DEPARTMENT 1048 REPEATED INFORMATION BEIRUT 145, DHAHRAN 248.05 
0) 
— Received following cable from General Clark, Chief, USMIM: > 
IRC ~ 
DCL QUOTE nN 
ICA Following from S. T. Logan, Director Al Kharj farm was passed rs 
OCR to me for delivery to you. In view of its urgency am trans- , 
CIA mitting it by radio: — 
0) 
Sia All agricultural crops and most of the gardens in the Nejd and Ol 
ATR ‘Al Hasa area will be destroyed by locust. This includes the © 
Riyadh and Al Kharj area where His Majesty's farms are located. 
It is the heaviest concentration in at least 14 years. Locust 
Control Mission ineffective and without insecticides. Is it 
possible for the American Government to render assistance? We J 
are studying means of helping with local resources but this 00) 
looks like big job which will require US Government assistance ~” 
presumably through CINCUSAFE. Believe this is a good 
opportunity if we move fast. Q 
END QUOTE | - 
Am advising Foreign Office foregoing. Recommend US not (repe 
not) take action until requested by SAG, but would ayyreenace 
indication from Department what USG prepared do. len 
: Ce 
Dhahrah notify Logan through Clark that he should antal SAG U2 
must make request. > m4 
Appreciate advice from ICA locust control staff Beirut. 
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ae Pakistan has 16-man team Saudi Arabia and 20-man team Oman. iv 
OSD Not utilizing FAO planes. Both teams operating as ground NO 
ARMY control units. ~ 
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villares. 
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As British anti-loeust 1S.3i0n has recently -one to 
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ocusts in Bahrain. 





SURIEGT Drive Against 


Bahrain, The Department of Agriculture and the Bahrain Petroleum Goempany, Ltd. 
(BAPCO) have been trying to bring the pests under control with hart? spraying 
equipment before they reach maturity. The May 6, 1959 issue of Phe Islander, 
published weekly by BAPCO, reports: —~ 


"Locusts in their tens of thousands have been exterminated by BAPCO'S 
pest control campaign in and around Awali in the past week. The hope is that 
the insects can be dealt with before reaching their final destructive state 
of maturity. Still in the process of development, they appear to be an inherit- 
ance of the minor swarm which passed through Bahrain in March, an off-shoot 
of the immense swarms which have plagued the Middle East since first descending 
on Tunis from the Algerian Sahara in December last year. 


"Drs. W. J. Moody, Public Health Officer, says the campaign has been 
guided by the good response to the Management's appeal earlier this week 
requesting immediate reports of any locuts seen in any part of the island. 
Producing and Developing Department has given warning of locations in the 
field. The chief menace in Awali has been in the south-west section of the 
village, with some on the northern fringe. Work has gone ahead in these areas 
and also on the perimeter of the village, at the tank farm and Zallaq. Bapco's 
campaign has been continued daily up to 8 p.m., being most effective in day- 
light hours when the insects are sheltering from the sun." 


END UNCLASSIFIED 
BEGIN OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


The Head of Chancery, Political Residency, E. F. Given, told the reporting 
officer that the only set-back in the anti-locust campaign came when BAPCO 
wanted to spray a large number of the insects which had invaded the Rulegy Shaikh 
Sulman Ibn Hamad al-Khalifa's horse pasture. The Ruler was willing until he 
heard that his horses would-be unable to use the area for at least a week. 
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He ordered that no spraying be done on his property. 
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ey ine Kr, 
Ralph\ K. Lewis 
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aaaieds LOCUST MOVEMENTS AND ING, AND CONTROL OPERATIONS -- OCTOBER 
(second half) AND NOVEMBER 1959. 


There was a further buildup of the locust menace in Saudi Arabia 
during October and November of 1959 with swarm activity at a particularly 
high level in the South Tihama regione. Swarm movements declined, however, 
in the second half of November. Saudi Arabian Control Units carried on 
continuous operations in scattered regions of the country, concentrating 
most heavily in the South Tihama near the Yemen bordere 


The situation is described in the latest bulletin of the FAO Mission's 
Locust Control Center. The text is attached as an enclosure. 
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FAO INTERNATIONAL LOCUST CONTROL CENTER, JIDDA 
DESERT LOCUST SITUATION AND CONTROL 
NARRATIVE REPORT 
OCTOBER (SECOND HALF) AND NOVEMBER 1959 
IT - WCOLOGICAL COMDITIONS: 
The onset of cooler weather was marked by reports of moderate to heavy 
rainshowers over great parts of Saudi Arabia in late October. 
Precipitation was reported as far north as Hail and eastwards as far as 


the Riyadh-Qasiem arease 


Alone the South Tihama and the bordering foothills several wadis were 
in floode 


Temperatures during this period were markedly lower, with wind directions 
prevailing from Northwest to Weste 


In early November, however, a spell of hot weather occurred along the 
Tihama, with strong winds from the East, dust storms and low humidity. 


After this period which lasted for several days, cool weather set in 
asain and temperatures were gradually dropping. 


During the last half of November heavy rainshowers ranged all alon; thie 
South and North Tihama, reaching far inland. 


Jidda received its first rain on November 21, while Riyadh reported 
heavy showers on November 2lj. 


Cool weather with Northwesterly winds still prevails. 


The following rainfall reports were received: 


Date Area Nature of Rainfall Remarks 

Octe 21 Riyadh Intermittent - moderate Wadi Aflag in flood 

Octe 21 Qasiem Intermittent Reported from Anayzah 

Bete 22-23 Taif Intermittent - heavy Some wadis in flood 

Dette 22—2)) Asir Continuous - heavy All wadis are in flood 

Octe 22-25 Hail Intermittent - light Some wadis carry water 

Octie 7) South Tihama Intermittent Reported from Al-Muwassay 
and Sam'ta. 
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28—= 30 
29=30 


South Tihama 


Riyadh 
Mecca 
Mecca 


Riyadh 


Hail 


North Tihama 


Riyadh 
Hail 
Riyadh 


South Tihama 


UNCLASSIFIED 


(Classification) 


Intermittent 


Intermittent 
Intermittent 
Intermittent 


Intermittent 


Intermittent 


Intermittent 
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Intermittent 
Continuous - 


Intermittent 


Ii - DORSERT LOCUST MOVEMENTS AND BREEDING: 


A. Swarms: 


- heavy 


- heavy 
- light 
- moderate 


- heavy 


- heavy 


- heavy 
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Reported from Sabya 
and Dhomad; Wadi. 
Dhomad in flood 


Reported from Anayzahy 
wadis in flood 


Reported from Hail 
and El Mahd 


Jidda, Mecca, Taify, 
Medina, some wadis 
in flood. 


Riyadh, buraidah, Wadis 
in flood 


Reported from Lith 
and Qanfida 


Swarm activity continued from late October and during November along the 
South Tihama, although there was a decline in swarm movements during the second 
half of November. 


Young pink swarms, resulting from the breeding in Jizan and adjacent areas, 
and arriving from Yemen and the Sudan, ranged as far north as Hail where on 
Nove 13 and Noy. 1) scattered pink swarms were reported flying in a northerly 


direction. 


The areas of Qunfida, Jizan and the Yemen border were again infested with 


breeding swarms coming from the south. 


alonp the Yemen bordere 


Crop damage was inflicted in the wadis 


Mature or maturing swarms also invaded the Jidda, Mecca and Taif areas from 


West and South and in some places ovipositing was observed. 
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Epe-laying further started in the foothills along the South Tihama 


according to reports of late November. 


Be Hopper Infestations: 


Although a good part of the previously hopper-infested areas was 
cleared in October and early November, continuous breeding pave rise to a 
new progeny and approximately the same areas continued to be infested. 


First and second instar hopperbands appeared early in November, 


generally in widely spaced bands of small size in the areas of Jizan, 
Dhomad, Baish and Darbe 


Other reports indicate a new invasion of large fifth instar hopperbands 
from over the Yemen border. 


The following figures were given for the number of hopperbands destroyed 
in the South Tihama. 


lst stage 2085 
2nd stage 2364 
lst and 2nd stape 181 

Total 1,630 


As breeding is still continuing, further hatchings are expected in the 
coming period. 


ITT - CONTROL OPERATIONS: 
During the period under report the Saudi Arabian Control Units were 
active in the South Tihama and Taif/Asir areas, while control operations 


were also carried out at the areas of Jidda and Mecca. 


Following is the number of swarms cortrollede 


pink = mixed = yellow =— total 
South Tihama 6 3 13 22 
Taif/Asir rn 3 £ 9 
Total 10 6 15 31 


A total of 200 tons of bait was used in the South Tihama gnd about 
50 tons at Jidda, Mecca and Taif. 


Dieldrin was also used in control operations but on a small scale 
onlye 


| UNCLASSIF TED | 


| 
| UNCLASSIFIED | Encl. No. 
(Classification) Desp. No. = 


DISPOSITION OF SAUDI ARABIAN LOCUST CONTROL UNITS AT THE END OF 


O 
South Tihama 1 units: 9 in Jizan area and 
Yemen border, 1] in Qunfida and 
1 in. Lith. 
Taif/Asir 3 units: Taif, baish, and Abha 
Me'cea/Jidda ) units 
Hail area h vnits 
Qasiem area h units 


nm 


North TS hama units: Yenbo and EJ Mahd 


Rivadh area 6 units 
In anticipation of further emergence of hoppers in the breeding areas, 
new stocks of bait have been shipped to these places (300 tons to Jizan), 


while the last preparations are made to start the campaign against invading 
swarms in the interior. Hopper control is continuously carried out. 
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